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® 

GOLDEN ERA AUTO 
RACING CLUB 

The Golden Era 
Auto Racing Club 

promotes the 

preservation of the 
racing and sports 

cars of the golden 

age of Australian  
motor sport, to the 

end of the era in 

the early 1960s. 

GEAR organises 

non-competitive 

Drive Days for 

the pleasurable 

use and 

enjoyment of the 

cars in a safe, 

regulated,  

affordable and 

social motoring 

environment. 

I 
 encountered the first snow falls at 

Black Springs on the way to 

Goulburn, then listened intently to 

the Weather Bureau as they predicted 

again incorrectly.  Because of the bitter 

cold the Tuesday evening gathering was 

smaller than normal, however, the 

Committee meeting was well attended as  

usual. Extra anti-freeze was required by 

many of us before retiring to our beds 

surrounded by warmers, electric blankets 

and mega covers. 

Wednesday freezing morning was as 

busy as always with scrutineering, 

paperwork, practice, good humoured 

ribbing and the Driversô Briefing. 

The aptly named events for our 10th 

meeting were as follows 

Warwick Farm Remembered - 

Group A - Maddenôs Marvelous Motors. 

Group B - Terryôs Top Drivers. 

Group C - Snapeyôs Specials. 

Group D - Reid-ing the Road. 

Group C - Hardy Hardy Ferodo. 

Catalina Capers -  

Group A - Lapham Faster 

Group B - McDonaldsôs Drive Thru 

Group C - Race it Again, Sam. 

Group D - Willieôs Wheels. 

Group E - The Wright Way Round. 

Amaroo Park Alive -  

Group A - Samuelôs Circuit. 

Group B - Gleenôs Machines. 

Group C - Pit Stop at Malôs. 

Group D - Thanks to the Country 

Gentlemen. 

Group E - HAPPY BIRTHDAY GEAR . 

 

Considering the freezing condition of the 

track all drivers were initially cautious 
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with only minor miscalculations occurring 

resulting in the odd spin or two.   

It was good to see Member for Goulburn 

Prue Goward here again.  Thanks to 

Richard Cardew for allowing her to use his 

car to do a few laps during the lunch break.  

I feel sure that, like all GEAR members, 

she went home with a smile on her face. 

Surely I was not the only competitor 

considering purchasing a sedan (preferably 

fitted with a heater) for the June and 

August meetings. 

The after event prize giving and snacks 

was well patronised and immediately 

afterwards those attending the function 

retired to clean, preen and oil their feathers.   

Gil and Laraine assisted by John Lackey 

did a magnificent job setting up the room 

for the eveningôs function with a display of 

Big Johnôs famous posters and placemats.  

The seating was perfectly arranged ready 

for our entertainment. 

Our guest speaker, Max Stahl, mesmerized 

us all with his motorsport achievements 

and stories. 

Robert Rowe and John Lackey then had us 

in tears of laughter with their rendition of 

the 1st Decadent GEAR Awards. 

Vice President David Gleen and Dennis 

Tobin continued the humour with the Great 

Debate the subject being Do Real Racing 

Cars Have Doors. 

The meals were excellent, service superb, 

prizes fabulous and I firmly believe 

everybody really enjoyed themselves 

thoroughly. 

The evening finally wound up around 

10ish and those brave souls who retired 

back to the Clubhouse continued drinking, 

eating and story telling til ??? 

Thursday morning was a weary pack up 

amongst the ice and a slow trip home. 

I am already looking forward to the next 

anniversary. 

Continued page 2 
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Presidentôs Report continued 

Thanks again to Gil and Laraine 

for their support along with all 

the usual helpers who are listed as 

usual a little further into the 

newsletter. 

 

Until our next meeting, thanks to 

all helpers and have a helmet of a 

good day,                                  

Prez Baz. 

PS Thank you also to those who 

willingly give of their time, 

although sometimes through 

some form of reward, (bribery?) 

to write reports for our 

newsletter.  If you are having a 

problem, please contact BJ and 

let him know so he can arrange 

something else. 

Committee Meeting 

 

WANT TO RUN 

AT  THE NEXT 

GEAR DAY?  

 
PLEASE CONTACT 

LISA BY:  

Monday 10th August 

2009 

Tuesday is too late as 

she is on the road!!!! 
 

Phone: (02) 4960 9617  

Email:  lisamgb@hotmail.com 

Leave your name, phone number, 

car details (make, colour, 

number) so the groups can be 

sorted before the day. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

YOU STILL NEED TO 

HAND IN YOUR 

COMPLETED ENTRY 

FORM ON THE DAY  

B 
adges are now available, as 

hat/lapel badges and easily 

converted for application as 

dash  plaques etc...at the very 

affordable price of $5 each. A 

worthy addition to any hat, lapel, 

dashboard or scuttle.  They will be 

available at the next meeting or 

contact Lisa who has volunteered to 

post some out if you canôt collect 

them. 

In this particular case it might have been wiser to have the 

champagne after the lap of honour! 

S 
everal life and foundational 

members wrote to send good 

wises for the anniversary 

meeting as they were not able to 

attend (Jim Madden, Bruce Polain 

and Dick Willis) 

 

A member wrote suggesting ways to 

enable members struggling in 

difficult economic times to 

participate in GEAR meetings. The 

committee is exploring the idea. 

 

Special thanks were expressed to Gil 

and Larraine for their excellent work 

in arranging the dinner, and Lisa for 

the highly successful Oran Park 

meeting. Lisa provided a detailed 

report on Oran Park which attracted 

98 entrants and 86 starters, went 

smoothly and offered participants 

nearly 60 laps and more than 

covered the costs. The one incident 

that occurred was reviewed by the 

committee and no action was 

regarded as necessary because the 

cause was probably a tyre that 

deflated. It might help people to 

know that the Club keeps a report on 

all incidents involving damage to 

vehicles or people as a matter of 

proper procedure.  

 

Forms to register GEAR cars will be 

issued in the second half of this year 

and enable our database of cars to be 

updated and eligibility issues 

finalised. The Committee envisages 

few problems. David Gleen will 

prepare a report for the GEARBOX. 

 

The arrangements for the 10th 

Anniversary were reviewed (the 

Committee meeting is held on the 

night before meetings) 

 

The Financial position of the club is 

healthy and the bank balance has 

increased by $1500. Six new 

members were approved. 

 

John Partridge received the GEAR 

badges and it was agreed they be 

sold for $5 each and each foundation 

member receive a badge mounted on 

a spanner.  
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GEARBOX BITS  

The next GEARBOX  

will be published mid September 

The deadline for group reports, articles, letters etc is   

1st September 2009.   

Please get your contribution to us by this date to enable us to post 

the newsletter out on time.  

Send all correspondence to: 

THE EDITOR, GEARBOX  

6 Robertsons Road,  

Kalimna West. Vic. 3909. 

Phone / fax (03) 5156 3339                   

NEW Email: johnandjune@bordernet.com.au 

Please DO NOT send articles, address change and so on to Lisa.  She then has to send 

them on to us and this can cause undue delays in having them inserted into the 

Gearbox.  Thank you.  BJ Ed. 

T 
alk about slinging mud!! 

Apparently our very own 

GEAR number one mud 

slinger was in a bit of a spin at the 

fish hook, straight into a pool of 

water.  The momentum of the car 

caused the water to shoot up into the 

air like a  fountain and cascaded 

down on top of him.  Mud and water 

splashed all around and he was 

allegedly sitting in several inches of 

water inside the car.  The car looked 

as if it had been mud wresting and 

had to be partly disassembled to be 

cleaned.  However, as usual, Brian 

Franks took it all in good humour.  

Good on you Brian! 

Oh Rats!! 
Carl Stevenson brought the Morris 

this time, something to do with the 

cooler weather apparently.  After the 

third event he thought he could smell 

something funny in the heater so he 

pulled off the inlet.  Inside was a 

very warm rat, still alive and not 

wanting to come out in the cold at 

all.  Evidently one of our more 

electric personalities attempted to 

remove her using the alligator clips 

on the jump start leads to try and 

shift herðnot sure if the clips were 

used as tongs or if they thought she 

needed a heart starter.  Anyway, 

after a few minutes or so she decided 

it wasnôt worth the hassle and left, 

possibly heading North.  Apparently 

Barry Sainsbury was blown away 

with this having lived long enough 

to see most things but this was the 

first time he had seen anyone with a 

live rat in his heater!! 

Do we now call Carl óThe Ratô or 

has Nikki Lauder got a patent on 

that? 

The Vintage Sports 

Car Club of Australia 

Ltd has invited GEAR 

members to attend its sprint event at 

Cootamundra Airfield on Saturday 

5th September 2009 and a visit to 

Temora Museum on Sunday 6th 

September 2009.  

Entry fee is just $50.00. The VSCC 

has arranged some accommodation 

deals. 

 For further details and entry forms 

contact John Lackey 

jscl_2996@hotmail.com  

0400388859 

 

R 
umour has it that after the 

great success of the 10th 

Anniversary Dinner the 

Melbourne Special Events 

Committee is trying to get the 

signatures of Gil Whitehouse, 

Laraine Hoy and John Lackey on a 

contract to organise next yearôs 

Australian Grand Prix dinner.   

A 
pparently the Great Debate 

was so well debated that 

part way through the 

participants seemed to change sides 

and were arguing their opponents 

case.  
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T 
he 10th Anniversary 

celebration at the Goulburn 

Railway Bowling Club was a 

typical GEAR event with lots of 

talking, smiling, laughing, eating and 

a little bit of drinking.  It was very 

well organised, thanks to Gil and 

Laraine and it was great to have Max 

Stahl as the Guest Speaker.  Plenty 

of us can remember Max having a 

corner named after him at the 

Catalina Park Circuit., Stahlôs Folly, 

after crashing his early model 

Holden there twice.  His speech 

covered his many years as a motor 

sport journalist. 

Unfortunately there were only three 

of the original foundation members 

present who ten years ago started the 

club and each donated $200.00 to 

provide a financial base.  Graeme 

Snape. David Gleen and I really 

enjoyed ourselves and had been 

looking forward to seeing the rest of 

the Dirty Dozen - maybe they will 

come to the 20th Anniversary.  I 

plan to be still driving racing cars at 

GEAR then as I have vowed not to 

retire until my age reaches my racing 

number, which is 81.  By then all 

seven grandchildren, I hope, will be 

GEAR members and drivers so I will 

have to purchase some slower, safer 

cars for the third generation and the 

old bloke. 

Happy Tenth Anniversary, 

Terry Harris. 

O 
ur last meeting on 10th June 

celebrated the 10th Anniver-

sary of GEAR and what a 

decade it has been. 

Paul Samuels was the catalyst. 

Urged on by Bruce Richardson (now 

President of HSRCA) Paul, then part

-owner and developer of Wakefield 

Park and historic racer from our pre-

1961 group, with the assistance of 

Rob Coglan (WP Manager) was run-

ning a loosely-formed non-CAMS 

group called the Country Gentle-

menôs Drive Days. 

Paul offered the use of Wakefield 

Park and his insurance cover as he 

knew very well that many of us were 

totally fed-up with the way we were 

being treated by CAMS. 

So on 24th February 1999 a meeting 

with pre-1961 car owners was organ-

ized and it was agreed that we would 

form our own organization. A Steer-

ing Committee was formed consist-

ing of Jim Madden and Graeme 

Snape with Robyn Snape doing the 

office work. The name of Golden 

Era Auto Racing (GEAR) was 

adopted and Jim Madden designed 

the gear wheel and racing car em-

blem which is the centre of our 

badge. 

A dozen Life Members were sought 

to each put in $200.00 to provide 

funds to formally launch the club 

and cover formation expenses ï In-

corporation, membership drive, 

Newsletter mail out, etc. An annual 

membership fee of $25.00 was 

struck and we were up and running. 

Jim concentrated on the legal for-

malities while Rob and I concen-

trated on day to day running activi-

ties. We were overrun with people 

wanting to put up their $200 and the 

first dozen (well a ñbakerôs dozenò) 

were taken. They were: Jim Madden, 

Graeme Snape, John McDonald, 

David Gleen, Don Lapham, Arthur 

Hardy, Paul Samuels, Terry Harris, 

Dick Willis, Mal Biddlecombe, Mal 

Reid, Sam Johnson and Les Wright. 

This group has since become known 

as ñTHE DIRTY DOZENò. 

The Inaugural GEAR meeting was 

held on 19th May 1999. Many of the 

familiar faces you see around today 

were there helping organize activi-

ties. John Partridge was there wav-

ing flags and before long was really 

settled into the Starterôs job.  By July 

1999 we had 120 members. After 11 

months ï 180 members. We started 

the afternoon eats at the August 

2000 meeting and for many years 

these were prepared by Noelene Har-

ris and Rob with lots of help from 

other ladies. Noelene was a great 

supporter of GEAR doing endless 

jobs with a big smile. No wonder we 

all miss her so much. 

GEARôs 10th 

Anniversary 

Jim Madden was first Gear Presi-

dent, elected at our first AGM on 8th 

December 1999 but he retired in Au-

gust 2000 to concentrate on the huge 

problem that was emerging with 

CAMS attempting to take over race 

circuit licensing in NSW through the 

Dept of Sport & Recreation, whose 

duty it was to apply and maintain the 

NSW Speedways Act. Graeme 

Snape then filled in as President un-

til the third AGM when Terry Harris 

took the position and held it right up 

to December 2006 when Barry Par-

sons took the chair. 

Jimôs work behind the scenes be-

came vital to GEARôs survival and 

together with Bruce Polain, Phil 

Smiles, Beach Thomas, Les Wright 

and Stuart Littlemore over a period 

of several years and many high pro-

file meetings with ministers, etc, 

finally managed to convince the De-

partment of the grave mistake they 

were about to make. It is not difficult 

to imagine what would have hap-

pened to GEAR if our representa-

tives had been unsuccessful in their 

endeavours. 

The future?  A lot of water has 

flowed under the bridge over the last 

ten years. Times will change ï age 

will weary them. In any democratic 

organization priorities will change to 

reflect the wishes of the majority. 

This may or may not be a good 

thing, depending on your viewpoint. 

GEAR has filled and continues to fill 

a very important role in club level 

motor sport. It provides a fabulous 

and growing need to have an alterna-

tive to the non-democratic main-

stream side of the sport. It allows for 

the enjoyment of owners of pre-1961 

racing vehicles to exercise these ve-

hicles in a safe, controlled, relaxed 

environment avoiding over-

regulation and excessive expense. 

GEAR continues to be in excellent 

hands. The present committee is car-

rying on the GEAR tradition in 

splendid fashion. The character, 

strength and spirit of this club are 

unsurpassed ï long may it prosper 

and grow. 

 

Graeme Snape. 

THE FIRST DECADE OF GEAR  
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D 
ear BJ, 

John Lackey and I had the 

pleasure of presenting these 

awards on behalf of the club at the 

Anniversary dinner. 

John doffed the recipients on each 

shoulder with "The Golden Con 

Rod" while I read out the awards. 

They may be of interest to members 

unable to attend the night feel free to 

use them if you wish. 

Yours in Motor Sport  

Rob Rowe  

PS Ed Wolf was absent so his award 

was not read out. 

 

Gil Whitehouse. 

Gil receives the 

ABC Learning 

award 

Gil has always had 

an enormous 

amount of 

difficulty getting 

past the letter T in 

the alphabet! Even 

when his newly 

constructed Model 

T truck failed on 

the T Model 

centenary rally he 

did not venture 

any further down 

the alphabet he 

simply bought a 

Toyota! 

 

David Gleen. 

David receives the Orthopaedic 

award. 

While skiing in Canada a few years 

ago he actually fell off a mountain. 

The only thing that he did not crack 

was a smile. 

 

Lisa Tobin-Smith. 

Lisa receives the Australian Dental 

Association award. 

Lisa is always handing out bags of 

lollies at presentations and has 

helped create many cavities. 

 

Patrick Marshall -Cormack. 

Patrick receives the RSPCA award 

Patrick is well known for treating his 

canine friends to the life of Riley. 

 

Barry Parsons. 

Barry receives the Albert G Sims 

award. 

Barry has brought quite a number of 

his collections of scrap metal along 

to GEAR meetings. 

 

 

Peter Mohacsi. 

Peter receives the Mr Christopher 

award. 

Peter was a school teacher in the 

Catholic system and only used to be 

able to compete at GEAR meetings 

during the school holidays. After a 

recent discussion with George Pell it 

was decided that Catholics should be 

facing both ways in his classrooms!  

 St Christopher recently fell out of 

favour also. 

 

Ed Wolf  

Ed receives the Tip Top Bakeries 

award. 

Ed has managed to turn over both 

the Jowett Javelin and the Jowett 

Special. 

Tip top are very proud of their rolls 

also. 

 

Barry Sainsbury. 

Barry receives the OPSM award 

Barry has a great affection for his 

Morris Special but clearly beauty is 

in the eye of the beholder! 

 

John Fabisewski. 

John receives the 

Ralph Nader 

award  

John has managed 

to get so many 

people driving old 

Formula Vees that 

Naderôs book 

Unsafe at Any 

Speed is back on 

the best seller list. 

 

Warren Tite.  

Warren receives 

the Snowman 

award. 

Warren thought it 

would be a good 

idea to keep his 

cars at the 

Tahmoor ice works: it took him over 

thirty years to thaw them out. 

 

Robyn Snape. 

Robyn receives the Viagra award . 

The Snape family have many racing 

cars, the Cooper,  

Mr McGoo, the Zephyr and now the 

Desoto. 

But Robyn is most proud of 

Graemeôs Little Willy!  

Golden Era Auto Racing Club 

1st Decade(nce) Awards. 
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F 
irstly, and most importantly, hats 

off to those wonderful hardy 

souls who stepped up to marshal 

and flag on such a bitterly cold day. 

  

Now I know you are supposed to set 

your tyre pressures cold, but early 

Wednesday morning was 

ridiculous.  The practice sessions also 

warned that getting heat into the tyres 

was going to be very difficult.  Anyway, 

after drivers' briefing we set off on what 

was laughably termed our warm up.  We 

had the rare honour of being flagged 

away by our revered Prez Baz - and a 

right stuff up he made too - not that Mal 

Brewster would have noticed, he was 

long gone. 

  

From the front it all seemed to 

be going to script, Hoddo in 

the Elfin Alfa soon blasted to 

the front and Mal and I kept 

Eric in the SoCal at bay. But 

then we were red flagged 

while John Medley was 

persuaded to leave his 

sandcastles in the sand trap at 

the hairpin. 

  

Eventually we were flagged 

off for a 2 lap screamer only 

to be red flagged again! This time it was 

Brian Franks, having been the subject of 

scurrilous remarks about personal 

freshness he elected to 

take a bath in the lake 

beside the Gurgler. So 

we knocked off for 

lunch. 

  

Event 2. 

Nominated 

time event 

appeared to go 

relatively 

uneventfully 

with everyone 

seemingly 

enjoying 

themselves. It 

was interesting that 5 of the 11 

who nominated times were 

within 1/2 second, some kind of 

record for Group A. 

  

Event 3. From the rolling start 

the VP tried too hard on the exit up the 

hill and spun.  It was a stupid error for 

which there was no excuse, and I 

sincerely apologise to everyone. Still, I 

must confess, the drive through the field 

was most enjoyable.  Greg waved me 

past the Kieft at the hairpin, left me for 

dead down the straight, then waved me 

past again for a clear run up the 

hill.   What a beaut car and boy, does it 

sound brilliant on full song. 

 

  

Finally, I must say that the 10th 

Anniversary 

dinner was the 

most 

informative, 

amusing and well 

organised car 

club function I 

have ever 

attended, 

anywhere.  The 

team that 

organised it 

richly deserve 

the heartiest 

congratulations, 

and thanks, for 

the innovative ideas and brilliant 

execution.  I believe that the table 

decoration description competition 

deserves a trophy and I think Roger 

Gates won hands down with the 

dissertation at his table.  

Luv Glum. 

GROUP A - Racing Cars - 10th June 2009  

Entrants 
Mal Brewster 1956 HDL Holden Special 7 Silver / Blue 

Bob Fisher 1956 Kenbob Austin Spl 40 Red 

Brian Franks  AER 37 Blue 

David Gleen 1952 Anderson Special 9 Silver / Maroon 

Terry Harris 1961 Triumph TR3A 81 Green 

Ron Hillery  Stag VW Special 90 Yellow / Blue 

Ross Hodgson 1968 Elfin 600 (D.Medley) 3 Blue 

Warwick McBean 1960 Lolus 113 Green 

John Medley 1960 Nota FJ 89 Silver / Blue 

Peter Mohacsi  Clifford F Vee 48 Red 

Bill Revill  Ttrowbridge F Vee 43 White 

Greg Snape 1955 Keift DeSoto 1 Cyril Green 

Eric Worner 1946 Ford SoCal Spl 41 White 

Paddy Martin 1959 Fiat FJ 50 Red 

Is this Greg Snape being overtaken 

again in his Keift DeSoto as now Bob 

Fisher hits the lead in the Kenbob 

Austin Special. 

Ross Hodgson in the Elfin 600, John Medley in 

the Elfin Catalina and Peter Mohacsi in his 

Clifford F Vee 

Paddy Martin in his Fiat FJ having 

just powered past Greg Snape in the 

Keift DeSoto 

Warwick McBean in the Lolus Holden Special, 

�3�D�G�G�\���0�D�U�W�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���)�L�D�W���)�-�����*�U�H�J���6�Q�D�S�H�¶�V���.�H�L�I�W��
DeSoto David Gleen in his Anderson 

Holden, Ross Hodgson in the 

Elfin 600 and Eric Worner in the 

SoCal 


