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® 

GOLDEN ERA AUTO 
RACING CLUB 

The Golden Era 
Auto Racing Club 

promotes the 

preservation of the 
racing and sports 

cars of the golden 

age of Australian  
motor sport, to the 

end of the era in 

the early 1960s. 

GEAR organises 

non-competitive 

Drive Days for 

the pleasurable 

use and 

enjoyment of the 

cars in a safe, 

regulated,  

affordable and 

social motoring 

environment. 

T 
he day of the August meeting was 

wet and windy and I am 

considering ordering a fur lined 

racing suit to possibly combat the 

conditions we sometimes have to endure 

at Goulburn.   

A smaller than usual field allowed us 

more track time, some as long as 10-12 

laps.  Bewdiful!! 

One of the things the Committee is 

considering at the moment is a road trip 

to Queensland in 2010 to compete in a 

GEAR event, possibly followed by a 

further historic meeting at Queensland 

Raceway or Lakeside.  These events 

would not conflict with our normal 

GEAR events but would be extras.   

The word is certainly spreading about 

GEAR.  Over the last four GEAR events 

we have had approximately three new 

drivers attend per meeting.  It is great to 

see the Club growing.  The new members 

will undoubtedly bring with them fresh 

thoughts and ideas which will add to the 

flavour of GEAR.   

No doubt many of you have heard that 

numbers of members expressed their  

concerns about eligibility during the 

August meeting 

Since then, I have received numerous 

phone calls and emails regarding 

eligibility.  As I said at the Driverôs 

Briefing, I give my word fairness and 

integrity coupled with compliance with 

the constitution, common sense and 

whatôs best for GEAR will prevail.  In 

every organisation there are differences 

of opinion as to what is best and GEAR is 

no different.  We have members that feel 

that the eligibility criteria needs to be 

tightened up, some that think it should be 

relaxed a little and others that think that 

things are perfect the way they are. 

Let me reiterate that individuals can 

make recommendations, however they 

still need the approval and backing of the 

Committee as a whole, and the 

Committee is answerable to the members. 

Presidentôs Report 
September                  

2009 

 Issue 59 

In my understanding GEAR did not come 

into being for one single purpose.  A major 

objective was to protect the early cars, 

especially the Australian Specials which 

were an important part of our motor racing 

history, and we must remain true to this 

ideal and ensure that these cars always take 

precedence.  As well, it was to get away 

from pages of rules, over regulation, 

bureaucracy, high costs and so on. It was 

also about camaraderie and the social side 

of things, and anybody who has attended 

the pre GEAR day Tuesday night get 

together will have experienced this in large 

doses.  Another objective was to provide a 

venue for drivers of varying abilities to 

exercise their cars in a safe, controlled, 

non-competitive manner.  As things stand 

right now I feel that we are achieving all of 

this.  If you donôt agree, or you feel that 

changes need to be made to the way we are 

currently operating or if you are happy 

with the way things are, please pass your 

thoughts on to me or another Committee 

member.  After all, it is your club and it 

needs to be run in accordance with your 

wishes because without you, there is no 

club. 

As always, many thanks to all the 

volunteers that braved the wintry 

conditions to enable another great GEAR 

day to happen, you are priceless. 

Have a helmet of a good day, 

Prez Baz. 

Cool flaggies at the top of the circuit 
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A 
 big thank you from 

Laraine, Gil and John 

(sub committee of 

GEAR) to all the sponsors who 

supported, by donation, the 10th 

anniversary celebrations of 

GEAR back in June. 

Namely, Mal and Helen 

Biddlecombe, Kate and Peter of 

Dutaillis Goulburn Saddlery,  

Goulburn Railway Bowling Club, 

Mike of Mikeôs Manor and 

Navybox School of Motorsport, 

Matthew Ronke of Wakefield 

Park, Alpine Heritage Motel, 

Janita at Greenôs Bistro and the 

Paragon Café. 

We also would like to thank Neil 

from the Bowling club for driving 

the PCYC bus to shuttle members 

to and from Wakefield Park, to all 

who contributed photos to display 

the history of GEAR and to all 

the members and their family and 

or friends who helped in any way.  

We will not try and name these as 

we do not want to miss a single 

one.  

Committee Meeting 

THANK YOU  

T 
he committee met on the 

Tuesday evening before 

the August Drive Day and 

considered the following matters 

 

Dates for 2010 - Lisa will schedule 

as many as possible during school 

holidays. 

 

A member suggested that the 

GEARBOX Editor and event 

secretary be full members of the 

committee. The Editor is now a 

member ex-officio by decision of the 

Committee and a member of the 

committee is usually event secretary, 

so the committee decided to stay 

with the present arrangement for the 

time being. The Committee also 

decided to invite the immediate past-

president to be a member ex-officio. 

Changes to the constitution would be 

required to make these people full 

members. 

 

The committee was very much 

aware of memberôs concerns about 

eligibility and the variations in 

understanding. The committee 

decided that it was appropriate for 

the Eligibility Committee to 

complete its work. The Eligibility 

Committee has the responsibility for 

making decisions in the first instance 

and their decisions should bring 

clarity to the issue. 

 

The Committee was very thankful to 

all those involved in the 10th 

Anniversary meeting and 

particularly to those who organised 

the dinner, which was a splendid 

occasion. 

 

 

GEAR  Dates 

2009 

December 2 

Christmas meeting 

and AGM 

 

January 11 2010       

"The Goulburn 

Bowl"                

commemorating the 

1927 Australian 

Grand Prix. 

 

As at July 31 the funds of the Club 

amounted to $24,490. The financial 

outcome from the Oran Park meeting 

greatly exceeded expectations. 

 

Four new members were accepted: 

Richard Worboys, Kevin Jones, Jeff 

Hodges and Graeme Ward 

An archive will be established with a 

full set of posters and copies of the 

GEARBOX. 

 

Wyong Council called for 

submissions relating to the idea of 

developing a motorsport facility in 

the Wyong Council area. A 

submission was made on behalf of 

GEAR. * 

 

 
                          *See Report on page 15 

Y 
our passenger seat is on 

the National Register of 

Historic Places. 

 

Instead of an air bag, there is a 

whoopee cushion taped to your 

steering wheel. 

 

You lose the stoplight challenge 

to a 14 year old on a moped. 

 

The 15 minute Quick Oil Change 

needs to keep your car for 3 days. 

 

When you fuel up, the attendant 

asks, "Can I re-duct tape that 

windshield for you?" 

 

Thieves repeatedly break in your 

car just to steal the "Club Lock." 

 

While sitting at a stop light, 

people keep running up to you 

and asking if anyone was hurt. 

 

For the last five years, you've had 

to settle for making "vroom, 

vroom" noises while in the 

driveway. 

YOU NEED A NEW CAR 

WHEN... 

You keep losing girlfriends on 

right turns. 

 

Traffic reporters start referring to 

you by name when discussing 

peak hour bottle necks.  
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The next GEARBOX  

will be published mid November 

The deadline for group reports, articles, letters etc is   

1st November 2009.   

Please get your contribution to us by this date to enable us to post the newsletter out 

on time.  

Send all correspondence to: 

THE EDITOR, GEARBOX  
6 Robertsons Road,  

Kalimna West. Vic. 3909. 

Phone / fax (03) 5156 3339                   

NEW Email: johnandjune@bordernet.com.au 

Please DO NOT send articles, address change and so on to Lisa.  She then has to send them on to us 

and this can cause undue delays in having them inserted into the Gearbox.  Thank you.  BJ Ed. 

WANT TO RUN AT  THE NEXT GEAR DAY?  

PLEASE CONTACT LISA BY:  

Monday 12th October 2009 

Tuesday is too late as she is on the road!!!! 
Phone: (02) 4960 9617  

Email:  lisamgb@hotmail.com 

Leave your name, phone number, car details (make, colour, number) so the groups can be sorted before the day. 

PLEASE NOTE:  

YOU STILL NEED TO HAND IN YOUR COMPLETED ENTRY FORM ON THE DAY  
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A 
nother sultry changeable day 

weatherwise, which promised to 

play havoc with the dayôs 

events,  but  fortunately did not deliver 

and only caused minor problems with 

intermittent rain evenly spread among 

the four groups, sharing the óexcitementô 

around. In fact the weather did not cast 

as great a pall over the dayôs enjoyment 

as did the running sore that is the 

eligibility issue. Recent printed 

comments and pit lane rumours caused 

more angst during the day than the 

weather ever could! The sooner this 

issue is resolved to the satisfaction of the 

majority rather than the minority of club 

members the sooner we can get back to 

the fun and camaraderie that is the 

REAL GEAR! 

 

Event 1 ï Warwick Park 

Remembered 

After the damp track of early practice, 

Event  1 presented the participants with 

a dry track and cool moist air which 

promised good times and whilst most 

did achieve the expected results I was 

unable to control the car under brakes 

and spun at turn 2 at the 

end of the straight and 

suspecting a flat or 

deflating tyre pulled out 

before recording a time or 

finishing a full óHot Lapô.  

Drat! The other A graders 

powered on and the 

results were: 

1st    Mal Brewster in the 

HDL Special 

2nd   Ron Hilary in the 

Stag VW Special 

3rd  Peter Mohacsi  in the 

Clifford Vee 

Highlights of this event were the 

reappearance of Hugh Crocket in 

Henry the Eighth, the debut of Bob 

Fisher and Ken Reidyôs latest 

creation the Bobken Special being 

óDefraggedô by Greg Snape and 

Dean Whitehouse in the Fort T  

Indy Special mixing it with the 

Quicks ( More on this later!) 

 

Event 2 ï Catalina Capers 

( Nominated time event) 

Memory fails me about this event but I 

presume there was moisture on the track. 

This would explain most  driversô failure  

to achieve  their nominated times.  An 

exception was the Rainmeister Rooster 

Brewster who managed to achieve a 

time more than 2 and a half seconds 

faster than his nominated time- very 

impressive!! Having failed to nominate a 

time due to chasing what turned out to 

be a brake problem, I of course did not 

figure in the results, but at least did get 

in some enjoyable but  frenetic laps and 

finished the event. Taking home the 

lollies were Peter Mohacsi in the 

Clifford  Vee who apparently  

sweetened (sic) his nomination with 

GROUP A - Racing Cars - 12th August 2009  

Entrants 
Mal Brewster 1956 HDL Holden Special 7 Silver / Blue 

Hugh Crockett 1932 Henry 8th V8 Special 7 Cream 

Bob Fisher  BobKen Special 44 Yellow 

Graham Hawker 1959 Kam MG 61 Red 

Ron Hillery  Stag VW Special 90 Yellow / Blue 

Tim Lewis 1956 MG Jewitt Special 10 Green 

David Medley 1960 Hamilton Holden S. C. 138 Aluminium 

John Medley 1962 Elfin Catalina 24 Blue 

Peter Mohacsi  Clifford F Vee 48 Red 

Ken Reidy 1956 Kenbob Austin Spl 40 Red 

Dean Whitehouse  Model T Ford 4 Red 

Rick Senior 1964 RuKus 32 Blue / Silver 

Mal Brewster driving Peter Kennyôs HDL 

Special in the loop 

Bob Fisher in the Bobken Special 

Ken Reidy in the Kenbob, Phil Speer in the MG  

Short Special, Graham Hawker in the KAM MG, 

David Medley in the Hamilton SC and Peter 

Mohacsi in the  Clifford Vee  

Group A Dummy Grid  
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Highlight of the event was the sight of 

Dean Whitehouse in the Indy Ford T 

Special powering past the Rooster in the 

HDL Special! To be fair to Mal he was 

facing in the wrong direction at the time 

and that was the most likely cause of so 

much of the whites of his eyes showing.  

In any event the Gods smiled on 

myself in the Rukus being first past 

the post at the end of the elapsed 

time followed by a fast closing Dean 

Whitehouse in the Indy T Ford and 

Bob Fisher in the KenBob. 

Another highlight for me on the day 

was the opportunity to practice and 

participate in event one at the wheel 

of Richard Taylorôs VW Special, 

which whilst itôs not everybodyôs 

idea of pretty is a more than 

competent track performer. The 

carôs ability to turn in to 

corners at what feels like 

manic speeds and accelerate 

out with no sign of the 

dreaded jacking oversteer 

which VWs are fabled for, 

makes for a most enjoyable 

ride and proves that Dr. 

Porsche got it right in the 

30s. It also gives an insight 

as to why Greg Mackiesô 

VW is so blistering fast and 

why Formula Vees can 

achieve so much with so 

little horsepower. 

Finally and 

most 

importantly 

my most 

heartfelt 

thanks to 

those 

wonderful 

volunteers 

who make it 

possible for 

us to enjoy 

ourselves as 

much as we 

do at GEAR.  

                                                                          

Rick Senior. 

some chocolates for the timing ladies 

and still won it on performance alone! 

(nominated 1.22 and did 1.23.19) This 

was followed by John Medley in the 

Elfin Catalina (nominated 1.18 did 

1.19.35) and Bob Fisher in the KenBob 

(nominated 1.25, did 1.27.12) 

 

Event 3 ï Amaroo Park Alive 

( Rolling Start- Elapsed Time) 

A very damp (some might say wet) 

track and mechanical attrition 

narrowed down the field to seven 

starters who proceeded to entertain the 

crowds with various spins, rotations 

and ground loops which served to 

spread the cars evenly around the 

track to avoid the possibility of a 

photo finish.  

 

Hugh Crockett driving his Henry 

8th V8 Special in the loop 

John Medley in the Elfin Catalina, Ron Hillery 

in the Stag VW Special and Graham Hawker 

in the KAM MG  

DEBT HANDLING TODAY 

It is the month of June, in a little 

town on the shores of the Black Sea. 

Itôs raining and the little town looks 

totally deserted, Times are tough, 

everybody is in debt, living on 

credit.  But one day a rich overseas 

tourist comes to town. He enters the 

only hotel, lays a 100 Euro note on 

the counter, and goes to inspect the 

rooms upstairs, in order to pick one. 

The hotel proprietor immediately 

takes the note and runs to pay his 

debt to the butcher 

The butcher takes the note and runs 

to pay his debt to the pig farmer 

The farmer takes the note and runs 

to pay his debt to the feed supplier. 

The feed supplier takes the note and 

runs to pay the prostitute. 

The prostitute takes the note runs to 

pay her debt to the hotelier for the 

rooms sheôs hired, 

The hotel proprietor then lays the 

100 Euro note back on the counter 

so that the rich American will not 

suspect anything. 

At that moment, the tourist comes 

down after inspecting the rooms and 

takes his 100 Euro note, announces 

that he did not like any of the rooms, 

and leaves town. 

No one earned anything. However, 

the whole town is now without debt 

and is able to look to the future with 

plenty of optimism. 

And that, ladies and gentlemen, is 

how governments are doing business 

today. 

Rick Senior in the Rukus and Dean 

Whitehouse in Martinôs Indy Ford T 

Special 

Electronic Gearbox. 

Some time ago expressions of interest 

were sought from members who may 

like to receive their issue of the Gearbox 

electronically. 

At that time, there were only one or two 

people who were interested, most people 

preferring the hard copy, but as now 

more members seem to have email 

addresses it was thought the question 

should be asked again. 

Please let us know if this is something 

you would like by contacting the Editor 

at 

johnandjune@bordernet.com.au 

Driversô Briefing 


